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From the Principal’'s Desk September 2023

First and foremost, welcome back to our returning families. We are excited to
be working with you again. To our new families, we are very happy to have you
join our school community. I encourage you to drop by and chat and share any
ideas and concerns that you may have. Our door is always open.

As we begin our third year of operation, I am reminded of the mission and vision
here at Aspire. As a staff, we are committed to providing a holistic learning
environment that promotes compassion, curiosity, and creativity. As such, we
have prepared a variety of lessons and activities designed to nourish the minds,
bodies, and spirits of our students while staying true to the culture here in
Kuwait.

That said, schools cannot work in isolation. Studies show that in schools where
parents and teachers work together, students are more successful in their
studies. Instruction and practice go hand-in-hand and while we are responsible
for the instruction of our students, we need your help in providing additional
practice time at home. Teachers will update you all with the current studies
through newsletters and posts. However, setting aside 10-20 minutes daily for
reading practice is most important during these formative, primary years.

By working tfogether and maintaining open lines of communication, we can make
this year the best school experience for our children.

Warm Regards,
Ms. Chavmaine
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School Timings

A reminder that all students are expected to arrive by 7:30. The morning
student gate will open at 7:00. Students who arrive before 7:00 must be
dropped off at the Administration Gate and will be supervised by a nanny. At
7:00 they will be taken to their respective classroom teachers. Dismissal for
PreK & KG1 will be 12:30 while KG2 - Grade 5 students will be dismissed at 1:30.
Gates for dismissal will open at 12:30 for PreK and K&1 and 1:30 for all other
grades.

Homework

During the first two weeks, we will be doing a fair bit of review and simple
assessments to determine the level of our students. The work may seem a little
easy because most students need a bit of a refresher after a long summer
without much schoolwork. Our policy is to send homework for extra practice or
any work that is not completed within the allocated class time. Do inform your
child's teacher should (s)he appear to have difficulty so that we can address the
issue in a timely manner. Work sent home MUST be completed by the student.

Healthy Snacks

Our school places a strong importance on healthy snacks. Please do not send
chocolate, chips, or sugary drinks/snacks in your child's lunch. In primary
classes, the food will be removed from the lunchbox and returned to the child
at the end of the day. It is important to note that we have 2 snack breaks so be
sure to pack enough food as last week, many of our students ate all their food in
the first break.

Birthday Parties

Please inform your child's teacher ahead of time if you are planning to celebrate
your child's birthday at school. They will provide you with an appropriate time to
arrive. Where possible we would ask that you send cupcakes and keep the
celebration very low key.
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Uniforms

Please have your child in school uniform unless otherwise directed by the
school/your child's teacher. A call home will be made for any student who arrives
out of uniform and a uniform must then be sent to the school (or one can be
purchased from the store).

Open House

We hope that you will join us on Tuesday, September 19™ from 5:30 - 7:30 for
our open house. You will have the opportunity to meet the teachers, check out the
classrooms and receive information regarding the instructional practices,
expectations, and communication practices. Please mark the date in your calendar.

Colour Days

While we have once again planned for colour days throughout the year, we are
planning some new ideas which will be sent each month. Students are encouraged
to dress in the targeted colour but may also opt to come in school uniform. Please
note that only clothes in the targeted colour or school uniforms are the accepted
apparel on these special days. Our first colour day is scheduled for Monday Sept.
18™ and the targeted colour is blue.

Anti-Bullying Week

While to-date we have not had issues of bullying at our school, we have set aside
the week of September 24™ to explore and discuss this important topic. Students
will engage in a variety of activities fo share experiences, to clarify their
understanding of what constitutes bullying and learn strategies to help them
should they experience bullying whether in or outside of school. More information
regarding the events of this week will be sent closer to the start date.

b —

Upcoming Events: Celebrating Talent

Sept. 3 - First Day of School

Sept.18 - Blue Day Be sure to check out our Instagram page

for our latest pics and videos!
Sept. 19 - Parent Open House (more to follow)

Sept. 22 - Purple Day

Sept 24 - 27 Anti-Bullying Week
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