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From the Principal’'s Desk October 2022

While T tend not o repeat previously written newsletter topics, we
have many, many new parents, and students this year and I feel that
the importance of routines is worth repeating. There is much
research to support the importance of developing and maintaining
routines. Small children particularly need routines as they provide
consistency and comfort. Routines help them to reduce their stress
levels and provide them with a strong sense of security.

There are many benefits in setting routines for children as they
help to build confidence and independence, develop time management
skills, and create habits that often follow children into adulthood.
When children are expected to complete routine tasks such as
making their beds, feeding a pet and/or packing their book bags,
they learn responsibility.

At school, daily timetables, posted classroom rules, and expectations
centered around work completion and homework are just some of the
routines set in place to support independence and reduce student
anxiety.

At home, having consistent bedtime routines ensures that children
get the care and sleep they need to be productive in school. Also,
setting a time and place for homework lets children know that
completing work is important. The best time to complete homework
is after school before they are distracted by other events or
pastimes. Leaving homework to the last minute can often result in
anger, frustration and/or tears for everyone.

By putting routines in place that nurture growth and independence,
home and school can work together to create structure and stability
for our children.

Ms. Charvmaine
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Open House

A big thanks to the parents who were able to attend our open house
on September 19™. For those of you unable to make it, I encourage
you to contact your child's teachers should you have any concerns
and/or ideas to share.

Anti-Bullying Week

It was fitting to pay attention to this important topic during the
week of the Prophet's birthday. Students created posters and
shared them with their peers and other classes. I would like to
thank our young actors from KG, Grade 3, and 6Grade 5 for their
participation in our assembly. The scenarios they acted out were
very relevant to their audience. Also, I so appreciate the efforts of
the anti-bullying committee along with the rest of the staff for
their leadership and support in making this initiative such a success.

Student Absence

If you child is ill for any reason, please provide us with a medical
report. If a form is not received, the absence will be marked as an
unexcused absence. The Ministry of Education has strict guidelines
regarding unexcused absences that we will follow this year.

After 3 unexcused absences, a call home will be made by the social
worker.,

After 6 unexcused absences, a warning letter will be sent.

After 12 unexcused absences, a 2" warning letter will be sent.
After 18 unexcused absences, a 3™ warning letter will be sent to the
home and copied to the Ministry.

After 24 unexcused absences, a 4™ warning letter will be sent.
After 30 unexcused absences, your child may be asked to leave the
school.
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Homework

A reminder that teachers will post homework to either the
WhatsApp group or on SeeSaw. Homework must be done by the
student. If there is no homework on any given day, students should
engage in reading for 10-30 minutes depending on the grade level.
Reading can be in Arabic or English and online (ABC Mouse, Starfall,
RazKids) or with actual books.

Reading Week

Reading week is scheduled for the week of October 8™. Once again,
we will be looking for guest readers to come and share a favourite
book with your child's class. The story may be in English or Arabic
whichever is more comfortable for you. You can contact your child's
teacher to arrange a time to visit the classroom. Our students loved
having guest readers last year and we hope more of you will
volunteer to read this year. We will also be hosting another book
fair. More information will follow as we get closer to the launch of
this initiative.

Pink Day

Pink Day will be celebrated on Thursday October 19™. While it is to
be in support of cancer awareness and research, our K61-Grade 3
children will not be receiving that message due to their age. Instead,
they will be celebrating the day in support of keeping the world
healthy. However, students in grades 4 & 5 will be aware that this
day is world children’s day in support of cancer research.

(= Celebrating Talent

Upcoming Events:

Oct. 8-12 Reading Week Be sure to check out our Instagram

Oct. 19 Pink Day page for our latest pics and videos!
Oct. 26 End of Quarter 1
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