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From the Principal’s Desk January 2023

Welcome Back! This month's newsletter is targeting spelling. Spelling
words requires two major skills. The first is knowing the sounds you
hear in the word and the second is matching those sounds to their
corresponding letters. When you are reading spelling words you are
targeting phonemic awareness and when you are writing spelling
words you are ftargeting phonics. It sounds simple; however, for
every rule in the English language there is always exceptions or ruler
breakers. For example, some letters make more than one sound or
can copy the sound of another letter like ‘c’ can sound like 'k’ or s’
and ‘g’ can also sound like 'j." You may learn that i’ is written before
‘e’ unless it follows the letter 'c’ or it sounds like 'a’ as in neighbour
or weigh.

Children go through many stages on their road to becoming a
proficient speller. Inventive spelling is usually the first stage and
often has random letters that do not always represent the sounds
heard. The next phase is phonetic spelling where children rely
heavily on the sounds they hear to help them spell. In this stage, you
usually see consonants only as they are the most easily recognized
sounds and you may only see the first and last letters represented.
You might see 'kt' for cat in this stage. To ensure that the middle
sound is represented, children need to know that all words must
contain a vowel so 'kat’ may be written for cat. As children become
better versed in how sounds and letters are connected and learn
more about the rules and exceptions found in the English language,
their spelling usually improves.
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That said, children also need to have time to explore language and to
work through the above stages before we insist that all words be
spelled correctly. When asked by your child, "How do I spell cat?”
try asking, "What sound do you hear at the beginning? What other
sounds do you hear? Can you stretch the word to hear any other
sounds?" For older students you might try saying, "Give the word a
go. Write the sounds you hear and move on. Leave a space and come
back to it.” Insisting on perfect spelling often deters children from
writing but having and using strategies like the ones mentioned
above can keep their thoughts and ideas flowing on their paper.

Ms. Charvmaine
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Monthly Attendance Awards

A reminder that monthly attendance awards will be given to students
who arrive on time and remain until dismissal for the entire month.

Intramural Football

Our intramural football will continue in January as we host a small
tournament during the lunch recesses. The semi-final and final
games will be played after school. Dates and times for these final
games will be sent during our first week back in January.

Pajama Day

Pajama Day is back this month as it was a great hit last year.
Students can wear their pjs and bring their favourite stuffed animal
to school. We just remind everyone to include underwear. Pajama
Day will be held on Thursday, January 25™

Report Cards

Quarter two report cards will be sent home on Tuesday, January
17", A reminder that report cards will be withheld from students
whose school fees have not been paid.

Parent Teacher Conferences

Conferences will be held on Thursday, January 19™. Registration
forms will be sent home on the 16™.

Early Dismissal

We are experiencing a great deal of disruption to our classes with
the requests for early dismissal. We ask that you keep these
requests to a minimum. You will now be asked to sign your child out
and include the reason. Six early dismissal requests per month will
result in 1 day of unauthorized absence.
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Registration for 2023-24

Registration is now open for the next academic year. Please spread
the word to friends, family, and colleagues as we are accepting
students from PreK to Grade 4.

Winter Holiday

Our winter holiday will end Saturday, January 14™ . School will
reconvene on Sunday, January 15.

b ——

Upcoming Events: §& Celebrating Talent

Jan. 15 - School Begins @ﬁ
Jan. 15 - Quarter 3 Begins Be sure to check out our Instagram
Jan. 17 - Report cards go home page for our latest pics and videos!

Jan. 19 - Parent Teacher Conferences

Jan. 19 - No school for students

Jan. 25 - Pajama Day
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